KRAKEN Forage Barley
AN EARLY MATURING FORAGE
BARLEY PERFECT FOR SOWING
LATE AND GRAZING EARLY
2 ROW
AWNLESS FORAGE BARLEY
SUITABLE FOR FEED IN
NSW, VIC, SA & WA

S&W Seed Company Kraken Forage Barley is an early maturing forage barley
variety that displays excellent growth during the winter months.
It is suited to most grazing enterprises, offering quick recovery from grazing events,
with up to six grazings per season. Kraken has been specially targeted to fill the
traditional feed gap period during the cold months.
It produces quick feed for grazing and is an excellent hay option for any enterprise.
It is also often used to provide weed control and soil preparatory action prior to
planting perennial pastures.
Kraken will grow in areas with an annual rainfall greater than 350 millimetres, in
well-drained soils, and is tolerant of a broad pH range. It is recommended that
Kraken be grazed once it reaches the three-leaf stage of growth when it is anchored
into the ground by its secondary roots.

Ratings

https://swseedco.com.au/seeds/kraken

Your partner in the paddock.

Plant with confidence
with S&W Establishment Guarantee®

Good disease resistance package

Sow late and graze early
Can be used to provide weed control and
soil preparatory
Fast to establish, very quick feed grown
on farm and excellent hay option

WHY KRAKEN ?
Kraken provides a faster to graze or late sowing option for grazing enterprises, complementing forage oats. Kraken is 2-row
awnless forage barley with an improved leaf disease package and a later flowering period than Moby. As Kraken matures
faster than oats or wheat, it can be planted in late autumn to allow multiple grazings or in early spring to provide hay or
silage only.

KRAKEN Forage Barley
Hordeum vulgare

Seeding rate

kg/ha

Dryland
High rainfall/Irrigation

30-50
50-80

Seed treatment
XLR8™ optional

Usage
Winter forage production and hay

It got away from them originally,
but I left them on there, and they
eventually got on top of it...It just
kept coming back.

Kraken is an awnless white seeded two-row forage barley,
replacing Moby Forage Barley in the S&W portfolio. Kraken
was released in Autumn 2021 and tested alongside Moby
with impressive results.

JUSTIN DILLON,
CROPPA CREEK, NSW

It displayed the same quick establishment and excellent early vigour,
making Kraken a direct replacement. Observations from the field and
in trials indicate that Kraken is slightly later to head emergence than
Moby and displays better leaf disease resistance, providing more
green leaf for longer into the season.

Above
Justin Dillon's lambs top the sales at $320 per head
after feeding on Kraken Forage Barley

It makes Kraken lambs!
Justin Dillon of McGregor Gourlay, Croppa Creek in New South
Wales, had sold and grown Moby Forage Barley in the past. Mr.
Dillon decided to test the claims made about S&W Seed Company's
Kraken Forage Barley, sowing a paddock in autumn for his sheep to
graze and lambs to be fattened.

The ten-hectare block was sown on the 1st of June, and the sheep
were introduced in August. "It got away from them originally, but I left
them on there, and they eventually got on top of it," Mr. Dillon noted.
The last of the 150 sheep were finally removed at the start of
November. "It just kept coming back," commented Mr. Dillon.
The lambs were introduced at approximately 30 kilograms, removed
when they reached 58 kilograms, and sold through the local sale
yards. He topped the market twice. The agent asked, "What they'd
been fed on?", "They were Kraken lambs, I told him." Mr. Dillon
quipped.

Despite being a quick forage option, when well managed with
favourable seasonal conditions and appropriate stocking rates,
extended grazing periods can be achieved. The awnless characteristic
means the stock will still graze Kraken once head emergence occurs.
Livestock love Kraken Forage Barley
Kraken typically boasts a digestibility of 87.2% DMD and has been
reported by growers that this past winter forage barley has become
the forage of choice for livestock, who typically tend to preferentially
graze it over other offered sources of fodder.
In comparison, Kraken typically matures around nine days later than
its counterpart Moby. However, under the conditions of repeat
grazing events, Kraken does offer a much longer season of
production, due to its ability to recover quickly from these events.
Kraken also has improved tiller density and offers superior straw
strength and standability to Moby, making it less prone to lodging.

Kraken Forage Barley is protected by Plant Breeders Rights (PBR) (denoted by the symbol) and all production (except seed saved for
planting) is liable to an End Point Royalty (EPR), which funds S&W to continue to develop new, superior barley varieties. Contact us to learn more.
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